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Stuart James Terry was born in 1952, in San Diego, to Helen and Fred Terry, first 
generation Scotch/Irish and Italian. During K to 8 at St. Didacus, the Sisters of Mercy 
enjoyed Stuart so much, they required him to attend sixth grade a second time. Growing 
up with a Dad who was a aeronautics mechanic during World War II, was the guidance 
needed to appreciate fixing broken machines. During the high school years, Stuart 
decided his ability of taking anything apart and putting it back together again was a gift. 
A two semester auto shop class determined cars and trucks would be the focus of his 
existence.  
 
After a year in College, Stuart received a draft notice and joined the California Army 
National Guard. Enjoying US Army Wheel and Track schools for six months, Stuart 
gained more knowledge about Automotive theory and sub-systems. During the 25 years 
with the National Guard, Stuart rose to the position of Battalion Motor Sergeant leading a 
35 person Maintenance Platoon.  
 
On April 1, 1975, Stuart Terry Auto Repair was born. Stuart has been operating his repair 
shop since 1975 in San Diego.  He  purchased a building, remodeled it to a repair shop in 
1986.  Stuart has attended numerous Continuing Education (CE) training courses for 
business and technical over the years, to numerous to list. 
 
Stuart Terry Auto Repair became a Napa Auto Care Center in 1994, and at present is the 
President of the San Diego Napa Auto Care Center's Business Development Group.  
 
Stuart Terry has been a member of ASCCA since  1995.  Stuart has served as his 
chapter’s state representative, vice president and President. Stuart also is the editor of his 
local chapter’s newsletter, “Byways.”  He has served at the state level of ASCCA as a 
Committee member, Chair, director, secretary and vice president and in 2010, President 
of the Automotive Service Councils of California. 
 
Stuart serves our industry in a variety of ways through his work with: 
 

• Cuyamaca College Supporter & Automotive Technologies Department, Advisory 
Board 



• Skills Day program held at Cuyamaca College in support of the future of our 
industry with high school students from San Diego and Surrounding counties 
coming for a day of competition on basic and advanced automotive repair skills. 

• Supports "School to Career" and "Partnership in Education" at San Diego City 
Schools. 

In addition, Stuart Terry Auto Repair is part of the Green Business Program implemented 
by the County of San Diego. 
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/deh/doing_business/chd_greenbus.html and "Green Station" 
certified by Office of Pollution Prevention and Green Technology, California Department 
of Toxic Substance Control. 
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